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A House Divided: (97) Fall of Atlanta – 

I 

 

 Lead: One hundred and fifty years 

ago the Republic was facing its 

greatest crisis. This continuing series 

examines the American Civil War. It is 

"A House Divided." 

 

 Intro.: A Moment in Time with Dan 

Roberts. 

 

 Content: In Summer 1864 a sense 

of malaise and depression gripped the 

North as the fortunes of Federal 

armies seemed to flag. Not since the 

heady days of Confederate triumph in 

the winter and spring of 1862 and 1863 

did the cause of the Union seem so 



hopeless. In many ways this was a 

product of war weariness after three 

years of almost constant conflict and a 

sense that the Union war strategy had 

bogged down in Georgia and Virginia, 

but also it grew from the effusion of 

blood that attended Yankee forces at 

seemingly every turn. The horrific 

slaughter at Cold Harbor had led to 

stalemate in front of Petersburg, and 

though Phillip Sheridan eventually 

rolled up Jubal Early in the 

Shenandoah Valley, that would not 

come until deep into the Fall. 

 

 In Georgia, William Tecumseh 

Sherman had his eye on Atlanta, and 

on May 7th left Chattanooga at the 

head of three armies determined to 

take this vitally important railhead 



and industrial center. For the next 

four months Sherman and his armies 

slowly approached and eventually 

wrapped his pincers around the City, 

squeezing it into submission. Yet in 

contrast to his subsequent march to 

the sea and then across the Carolinas 

in the winter, it was not an easy 

campaign. It was war by maneuver, 

with both sides negotiating 

mountainous, rugged terrain, with 

Sherman battling for advantage 

against Confederate General Joseph 

Johnston. Neither commander was 

willing to sacrifice his men in pitched 

battles, therefore when Johnston 

would take a stand at Resaca, Cassville 

or Allatoona Pass, Sherman refused to 

take the bait and would wheel his 

armies to Johnston’s left. But by the 



end of June he faced entrenched rebels 

on the slopes of Kennesaw Mountain 

20 miles northeast of the City. Next 

time: the Fall of Atlanta. 

 

 At the University of Richmond’s 

School of Professional and Continuing 

Studies, I’m Dan Roberts. 
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